NEW ORLEANS 


2nd Rooftop Sniper 
Or Merely a Ghost? 


By ANGUS LIND 
Weary police eyes chased a 
shadowy sniper on a hotel 
rooftop yesterday— while the 
city’s central business district 
was turned into a ghost town, 
costing thousands of people 
thousands more dollars. The 
officers wound up with noth- 
ing but a ghost. 

A second sniper was never 
found on the roof of the How- 
ard Johnson’s Motor Lodge 
after a brave but futile police 
charge on three cubicles. 

Indications were that the 
last 15 or so hours that the 
building remained under siege 
by officers were for naught 
after one sniper was killed 
Monday night. 

HOWEVER, REPORTS con- 
tinued to conflict, and some 
even suspected that somehow 
the ephemeral sniper, if there 
was one, somehow eluded the 
grasp of police. 

Even after ripping apart 
air-conditioning units where 
late in the day it was report- 
ed that an officer saw a black 
male “eyeball to eyeball,” 
hiding in a duct, nothing was 
uncovered. 

The mysterious ending to 
the bizarre episode left almost 
everyone, police and newsmen 
alike, dumbfounded. Many are 
still wondering how one sniper 
could account for so many 
fires, six deaths, and innu- 
merable woundings and inju- 
ries. 

Even operating under the 
police assumption that the 
fallen sniper was a “profes- 
sional,” the episode seemed 
closer to science fiction than 
the top news of the day. 

DAVE HUBER, a police 
sharpshooter who spent Mon- 
day night and all day yester- 
day on the chilly rooftop, was 
convinced there was only one 
sniper and that nobody es- 
caped. 

Huber, one of the first to 
come off the roof after charg- 
ing the three cubicles, said: 
“There’s no way he (a second 
sniper) could have gotten off 


the same stairwell, as caused 
by richochets or fire from the 
helicopter passing over the 
roof at the time. 

“It could have been ricoch- 
ets or any one of many other 
things,” Huber said. “All I 
know is that I was never fired 
on the whole time I was up 


there.” • 

O’Sullivan, however, is con- 
vinced he was shot by a. sni- 
per. The hole in his ear now 
held together by stitches is 
proof enough for him, he said. 

The question now is: 
Where’s the ghost that pulled 
an even ghostlier trigger? 


the roof. All three exits were 
blocked and the 18th floor was 
completely sealed off.” 

However, earlier yesterday 
an official police spokesman 
said that there was “strong 
reason to believe” that there 
was not only a second sniper, 
but a third one. 

Sgt. Frederick O’Sullivan, 
who, along with two other of- 
ficers, was wounded by ei- 
ther a direct shot or a ricoch- 
et early yesterday, said a sni- 
per “popped at us and we 
popped back” in the stairwell 
between the 18th floor and the 
roof. 

HOWEVER, HUBER said 
he was convinced “it’s all 
over” and that there was only 
one sniper, killed by police 
bullets Sunday. 

Huber accounted for the 
wounding of O’Sullivan, Sgt. 
Robert Buras and Patrolman 
Wayne Galjour, all struck in 


